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Thursday is town hall
meeting at Shady Grove
Shady Grove Fire Department
will be the first stop in a series
of local Town Hall Meetings
being orchestrated by Critten-
den County Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom and community
leaders. At 6 p.m., Thursday
nearly 20 candidates for county
offices will be introduced. The
event is open to everyone in the
county. In the coming weeks,
more Town Hall Meetings will
be held at Mattoon Fire Depart-
ment, Caldwell Springs Fire De-
partment, Tolu Community
Center and the Lions Club
building at the fairgrounds in
Marion.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court
will meet in special session at
8:30 a.m., on Friday, March 4 at
the courthouse.
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Lady Rocket Madness | Sports Page 8

In the United States, the percentage
of women who hold leadership roles in
business, education and government
grows with each passing year – some-
times dramatically, sometimes incre-
mentally.
Just 82 years ago, women earned

the right to vote. In 1974, Title IX gave
women greater opportunities to further
their educations and to take part in
classes and activities that were previ-
ously set aside almost exclusively for
males.
Every gain made for equal rights

among genders holds the promise of

more benefits, as young girls see op-
portunities previous generations did
not know existed.
The Crittenden Press will in March

during Women in History Month pro-
duce a series of articles and online
content, including webcast interviews,
about the women who helped build
Marion and Crittenden County. They
will discuss their stories and the inspir-
ing women who motivated their
achievement.
This series is presented by the Law

Offices of Rebecca Johnson and the
Earle C. Clements Job Corps.

STAFF REPORT
Adventure tourism has become the pop

culture catchphrase for recreational ac-
tivities that Crittenden County has long
hung its hat on. 
Local real estate agent Mark Williams

knows that hunting is a time-honored
tradition in western Kentucky and
southern Illinois, but he’s reinventing
the wheel so to speak in this part of the
country, and it’s paying dividends.
On Friday, Williams and his business

partners will host an open house to un-
veil the new Marion headquarters for
Whitetail Properties and Superior White-
tail Habitats. There will be a come-and-
go opportunity from 11 a.m., to 2 p.m.,
for folks to swing by and tour the new fa-
cility, which is complete with an out-
doorsy-themed office area, warehouse
and a couple of two-bedroom overnight
rental units. 
The 7,200-square-foot steel-facade

building on West Gum Street opened for
business in November. Inside is a service
and retail business that specializes in
land and habitat management aimed not
exclusively, but largely toward hunting
and recreational property. Retirees and

telecommuters are a fast-growing seg-
ment of his market.
Williams moved to Crittenden County

in 1994 and tried his hand at raising cat-
tle. He even ran for state senator once.
He found a niche nearly 17 years ago,
joining the nationwide real estate firm
Whitetail Properties. Since then, he and
the company have diversified and grown

exponentially. 
“This community has been good to me

and I have tried to give back to it in many
ways,” he said.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony that will in-

clude the Chamber of Commerce and a
host of local leaders and dignitaries will 

See LAND/page 9

Land Ho! Open House
Whitetail Properties inviting community to
a glimpse of real estate’s local revolution

Mark Williams flips through cable channels on the big screen TV inside one of the two
rental units at Whitetail Properties’ new building on West Gum Street in Marion.

Historic Perspective
Underdown recognized for
Women in History Month
STAFF REPORT
It could be no more appropriate than to recog-

nize Crittenden County’s supreme woman in his-
tory to begin The
Crittenden Press’s cele-
bration of Women in His-
tory Month during
March.
Brenda Underdown,

the undisputed official
historian for the commu-
nity, has spent the past
20-plus years preserving,
archiving and promoting
the culture and elements
of Crittenden County’s
history. She is instru-
mental in the local his-
torical society, county
museum, educational
programs for children
and widely known as a
genealogical expert with
voluminous resources on
local families. She’s an
author, penning multiple
books about local grave-
yards, buildings and
sites that are key to the community’s past and
present. For 20 years, she’s written a weekly col-
umn in The Crittenden Press and maintains a 
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There will be a faith-
based women’s confer-
ence at Marion Baptist
Church Friday evening
and all day Saturday. A
collaboration between
Mexico Baptist and
Marion Baptist
churches, the confer-
ence dubbed “IF:2022”
will feature 30 speak-
ers and breakout ses-
sions during the
simulcast program. Fri-
day night’s session is
from 6 to 9:30 p.m.,
and Saturday’s ses-
sions run from 9 a.m.,
to 4 p.m. with lunch
provided. The cost of
the two-day conference
is $10 per person.

Shooting
One man dead,
another charged
STAFF REPORT
On a warm late February Sun-

day evening, grandchildren were
playing in Jerry Paris’s lawn in
eastern Crittenden County.
There was no indication that

family turmoil
would shatter the
tranquil rural set-
ting hours later,
leaving the 80-year-
old widower dead
and a son charged
with the killing.
Timothy Paris,

37, of Blackburn
Church Road was
booked into the Crittenden County
Detention Center at 12:30 p.m.,
Monday, following an alleged
deadly confrontation with his fa-
ther at some point earlier in the
day at the father’s home, which is
also on Blackburn Church Road.
During a phone call with his

brother who lives elsewhere in
Kentucky, Timothy Paris admitted
he’d shot his father. The brother
phoned 911.
When law enforcement arrived at

Paris’s beige vinyl-sided home
about seven miles east of Marion,
they found the elderly man de-
ceased, a victim of multiple gun-
shot wounds. The suspected
shooter was located sitting on the
front porch of his doublewide mo-
bile home a few hundred feet far-
ther down the road. The younger
Paris surrendered peacefully.
Friends described the deceased

man as an outdoorsman who loved
hunting. Jerry Paris grew up in
Sturgis and moved to Florida
where he found success in the pri-
vate security business. About 20
years ago, Paris began purchasing
property, mostly along Blackburn
Church Road, where he had multi-
ple hunting cabins and hosted

See MURDER/page 10

Timothy Paris

The new of-
fices of
Whitetail
Properties
and Superior
Whitetail
Habitats will
be on full dis-
play Friday
during an
open house
from 11 a.m.,
until 2 p.m.
The owners
invite you to
stop by for a
visit and to
say hello to
the carved
wooden
greeter, who
bears a
strong resem-
blance to
Sasquatch.



Benton 
Anna Margaret Benton, 

91, of Eddyville, died 
Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022 at 
Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilita-
tion. 

She was born in 
Crayne on July 8, 1930 
to Bernie and Freda Sex-
ton Bradford. She at-
tended Saratoga United 
Methodist Church. She 
enjoyed reading, doing 
yardwork, and attending 
church. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Dennis Gene (Noreen) 
Yeager of Eddyville and 
David M. (Rose) Gordon  
of Mesa, Ariz.; a brother, 
Robert Bradford of 
Salem; four grandchil-
dren, Lisa Yeager, Ryan 
Yeager, Adam Gordon, 
and Amanda Simmons; 
three great-grandchil-
dren, Alen John, Sarah 
and Ryan; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband 
James Benton; brothers 
Ed Bradford, JD Brad-
ford, Maxwell Bradford, 
Bernie Bradford, Jr., and 
Glenn Bradford; a sister 
Cathlene Brownfield; and 
her parents.  

No public services are 
planned. Boyd Funeral 
Directors was in charge 
of arrangements. 

Woodall 
Barbara Ann Woodall, 

70, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Feb. 26, 2022 at 
Deaconess 
Hosp i ta l , 
Evansville. 

She had 
been em-
ployed at 
Potter and 
Brumfield 
and was a 
member of 
Marion Baptist Church. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Larry Woodall, 
Marion; a daughter, Terri 
Cisco, Lakeland, Fla.; a 
son, Chris (Pam) Wood-
all, Winslow, Ind.; three 
grandsons, Coty Vinson, 
Ethan Woodall and Aus-
tin Woodall; two 
brothers, Rubin Driver of 
Lola and Donnie Driver of 
Sarasota, Fla.; four 
sisters, Shirley Puckett of 

Marion, Betty Schmidt of 
Springville, Ill., Velda 
McKinney and Greta 
Riley, both of Lola; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Ruble and Hazel Cox 
Driver; and a sister. 

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, March 1 at 
Myers Funeral Home 
with burial in Rushing 
Cemetery.  

Harris 
Carroll Wayne Harris, 

69, of Salem, died Sat-
urday, Feb. 19, 2022 at 
Baptist Health Paducah. 

He was born July 29, 
1952 at his home near 
Lola, to William Harold 
“Preacher” and Mary Sue 
W a t s o n 
Harris.  He 
was a re-
tired heavy 
equipment 
o p e r a t o r 
for the 
state of 
Kentucky 
and was a 
farmer.  He was raised in 
New Union “Ditney” Gen-
eral Baptist Church and 
attended Free Will Biker 
Church.  

Surviving are a son, 
Matthew Wayne Harris of 
Paducah; three siblings, 
Harold Gene (Jeannie) 
Harris, Vonda Sue (Billy) 
Todd and David Wayne 
(Tina) Harris, all of Lola; 
a special friend, Greta 
Riley; and several grand-
children. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Feb. 23 at 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services.  
Burial will follow in New 
Union Cemetery. 

Croft 
Kenneth Robert Croft, 

64, of Salem, died Tues-
day, Feb. 15, 2022 at 
Salem Springlake Health 
and Re-
h a b i l i t a -
tion. 

He was 
born Sept. 
27, 1957 to 
K e n n e t h 
and Ida La-
r e n e 
W a t e r s 
Croft in Louisville. He 
had worked for Ingram 

Barge as a First-Mate for 
16 years, as well as Mar-
quette Transportation.   
He enjoyed fishing, driv-
ing in the country, visit-
ing amusement parks, 
and watching fireworks 
on the 4th of July.   He 
was a very generous man 
to his family and 
friends.     

Surviving are his 
mother, Ida Croft of 
Salem; two sisters, Linda 
(John) Uland of Eliza-
beth, Ind., and Bonnie 
(Dan) Klueber of Louis-
ville; and a nephew, 
Jason Klueber. 

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Ken-
neth Ray Croft. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Feb. 18 at Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services.  Bu-
rial was in Salem Ceme-
tery. 

Davis 
Willa Davis, 85, of 

Salem, died Wednesday, 
Feb. 23, 2022 at Living-
ston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services in 
Salem. 

Surviving are a son, 
Bradford (Robin) Davis of 
Hendersonville, Tenn.; 
three sisters, Mary Coo-
ley of Mt. Carmel, Ill., 
Nancy Lawson of Spring, 
Texas and Rachel Martin 
of Porter, Texas; four 
brothers, John Peach of 
Mt. Carmel, Ill., Bob 
Peach of Effingham, Ill., 
David Peach and Tom 
Peach, both of Spring, 
Texas; three grandchil-
dren, Sarah (Chris) Har-
dison, Summer (Jake) 
Leniger and Amy (Pat-
rick) Leonard; and four 
great-grandchildren, 
Brent, Aly, Jackie and 
Zealand. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Paul Aubrey Davis; two 
sons, Warren Keith Davis 
and Joel Martin Davis; 
two sisters, Hope De-
Luna and Darlene Wil-
liams; and her parents, 
Franklin and Willa Wise-
hart Peach. 

Memorial services will 
be at a later date. Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services is in 
charge of arrangements. 

 
 

McLaughlin 
Douglas James 

McLaughlin, 65, of Mar-
ion, died Saturday, Feb. 
26, 2022 at the Ray and 
Kay Eckstein Hospice 
Center in Paducah. He 
was retired 
from the 
U n i t e d 
States Air 
Force. 

Su r v i v -
ing are his 
wife, Dar-
l e n e 
McLaugh-
lin of Marion; 
three children, 
R o b b y 
McLaughlin of 
San Diego, 
Calif., Sandra 
(John) Milli-
kan of Marion and Jason 
Taylor of San Diego, 
Calif.; six grandchildren, 
Breanna, Shane, Cole, 
Tamara, Johnny and 
Emily; and a sister, Bar-
bara Burrow of Morgan-
field. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Robert James and Mild-
red McLaughlin. 

Graveside services are 
at  11 a.m., Thursday, 
March 3 at Mt. Zion 
Cemtery. 

Crane 
Tina Travis Crane, 64, 

died Monday, Feb. 7, 
2022 at Southern Oaks 
Care Center in Pen-
sacola, Fla.  She was 
born Feb. 6, 1958 to 
Noble Travis and the late 
Opal Travis. 

Tina was a daughter, 
s i s t e r , 
mom and 
g r a n d -
mother. 

Su r v i v -
ing are a 
s i s t e r , 
Tonya Tra-
vis Utley; a  
daughter, 
Tammy Herron Erwin; a 
grandson, Tyler Erwin; 
and a granddaughter, 
Harley Erwin. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother and 
a brother, David Scott. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 2 p.m., Sun-
day, March 6 at Glendale 
Baptist Church with 
David Perryman officiat-
ing. Burial will be held at 
a later date.  
Paid obituary 
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Wear blue March 4 for  
colon cancer awareness

2

By Jamie Knight, MS 
Kentucky Cancer Program 

The Kentucky Cancer 
Program District Cancer 
Council is launching the 
14th annual public 
awareness campaign to 
increase colon cancer 
screening with Dress in 
Blue Day on Thursday, 
March 4. KCP District 
Cancer Council partners 
and numerous other or-
ganizations, businesses, 
schools, and churches 
throughout the com-
munity encourage every-
one to wear blue.  

Few cancers are as 
easily prevented as colon 
cancer. Yet in Kentucky, 
nearly 2,600 new cases 
will be diagnosed this 
year and 880 people will 
die. Kentuckians are dia-
gnosed at a higher rate 
than most of the nation 
and the mortality rate is 
among the highest. Colon 
cancer remains the sec-
ond leading cause of 
cancer deaths in men 
and women combined in 
the state.  

Early colon cancer 
usually has no symp-
toms, so it’s important to 
be screened. Age is the 
most common risk factor. 

It is recommended that 
everyone age 45 and 
older be screened. If you 
have a personal or family 
history of cancer, or cer-
tain risk factors such as 
polyps (growths) or in-
flammatory bowel dis-
ease, you should check 
with your doctor about 
getting screened at an 
earlier age.  

There are several dif-
ferent tests for colon 
cancer. Some can be 
done at home. Other 
tests must be done in a 
medical facility with x-
rays or a thin flexible 
tube to examine part or 
all of the colon. Most in-
surance plans, including 
Medicaid and Medicare 
should cover the cost for 
preventive colon cancer 
screening.  

March is National Col-
orectal Cancer Aware-
ness Month. Routine 
screening is highly effec-
tive. Tell friends about 
Dress in Blue day and 
encourage others to call 
their doctor to make an 
appointment.  

Visit www.kycancer-
program.org or contact 
KCP at (270) 821-4298 
for more information.  

50 YEARS AGO 
March 2, 1972 

n Crittenden County 
Soil Conservation District’s 
annual banquet recognized 
the following individuals: 
John Ramsey, Kenneth 
Winn, Glenn Tosh, Wayne 
Cloyd, Laura Phillips, Eas-
ley Hill, Jim Fred Mills and 
Rev. Jay Lathem. 

n Mrs. Lonnie Watson, 
Mrs. B.G. Alvis and Mrs. La-
vine Terry accepted a 
$1,785 donation from the 
Woman’s Society of Chris-
tian Service at Marion 
United Methodist Church to 
furnish a room at Crittenden 
Hospital. 

n The Tolu junior high 
basketball team beat Mar-
ion 47-46 in  the middle 
school championship. The 
team practiced outdoors 
since its school gym 
burned. Team members 
were Jimmy Hughes, Phil 
Enoch, Russell Froge, Ron 
Adams, Terry Sisco, Bill 
Adams, Carol Croft, Gary 
Harris, David Tramel, Ricky 
Jepson, John Kelly, Daryl 
Sherer and Mike Cook. 

Leonard Pyle was their 
coach.   25 YEARS AGO 
March 6, 1997 

n High water forced the 
evacuation of several fam-
ilies in Tolu and Dycusburg 
and docked the Cave In 
Rock Ferry. 

n First-place finishers in 
the regional trash sculpture 
winners were CCMS stu-
dent Eric Watson, Frances 
Elementary student  
Anessia Loveless, Tolu Ele-
mentary student Todd Per-
ryman. 

n FFA students winning 
regional competitions were 
Wesley Belt, Heath Martin, 
Shellee Loyd and Bobby 
Chandler.    

10 YEARS AGO 
March 1, 2012 

n The Salem Garden 
Club toured an historic 
home in the Mexico com-
munity and talked spring 
planting. Participating were 
Nancy Tabor, Pat Tolley, 
Carolyn Howard, Jessi 
Kitchens, Janet Hughes, 
Susan Tharp, Shannon 
Riley, Sue Jennings, Pam 
Buijk, Beverly Wallace, 
Beverly Hearell, Hazel Croft 
and Linda Padon. 

n Crittenden County Boy 
Scouts touring the state 
capitol with Rep. Mike 
Cherry were Jordan Urba-
nowski, Holden Cooksey, 
Quinn Templeton, Jimmy 
Newland, Noah Campbell, 
Zach Weathers, Seth Milli-
kan, Hannah Cooksey, B.J. 
Daugherty and Jimmy 
Crider. 

Stalion 
Vernon Franklin Sta-

lion of Salem died Sun-
day, Feb. 27, 2022 at his 
home. 

Funeral services are at 
2 p.m., Sunday, March 6 
at Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation Serv-
ices. 

Burial will follow at 

Salem Ceme-
tery with mili-
tary rites. 

The family 
will receive vis-
itors from 11 
a.m., Sunday 
until the funeral hour. 

A complete obituary 
will be published in the 
March 10 issue of The 
Crittenden Press. 
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MARION TOURISM
DIRECTOR

Michele 
EDWARDS

The Marion Tourism,
Recreation and Conven-
tion Bureau was created
by city ordinance almost
20 years ago. Marion
opened its tourism head-
quarters in 2005 and hired
Michele Edwards as its
tourism director. She’s
served in that capacity for
18 years. Edwards lives in
eastern Crittenden County
near the Tradewater River
with her husband Russell.
Together they operate
Winghaven Lodge, a hunt-
ing and outfitting service.

Q: How long have you
been the Marion tourism
director and how did you
get started in this type of
profession? 

A: I was hired as the
first City of Marion Tourism
Director in January 2005, I
have been the Director for
17 years.  My family
owned and operated a
tourism business on Lake
Barkley for 30 years. I was
involved with several
county, regional and state
tourism organizations and
was a member on the first
Lyon County Tourism Com-
mission. 

Q: What are the main
responsibilities of the local
tourism director?

A: My main responsi-
bility is to promote Marion
and Crittenden County as
a tourism destination.  I
manage the Marion Wel-

come Center, The Imo-
gene Stout Market on Main
and all the city beautifica-
tion projects. I am respon-
sible for tourism
commission’s day-to-day
operations including budg-
ets, bookkeeping, websites
and social media. I plan all
meetings and provide in-
formation needed for the
seven-member tourism
board to make decisions
on expenditures, events
and promotions. 

Q: How does the
tourism commission get its
funds and where do they
go?

A: Funding for the
City of Marion Tourism
Commission comes from
the 3% tax on prepared
food sold in restaurants
and 3% lodging tax within
the city limits of Marion. 

Funds are used to oper-
ate the Welcome Center,
City-County Park, Imogene
Stout Market on Main and
to promote events.
Tourism funds were used
for the design and con-
struction of the Marion
Disc Golf Course and
maintenance and up-
grades at the park.  We
sponsor events such as
the recent archery tourna-
ment, disc golf tourna-
ments and the Big Buck

Contest. We assist with
funding and promotions for
Ben E. Clement  Mineral
Museum and Crittenden
County Historical Museum.
We recently made a dona-
tion to the new sound and
light system at Fohs Hall. 

Q: What are Marion’s
biggest tourism events
each year?

A: Marion’s biggest
tourism event is more like
a tourism season, spring
brings many visitors to
Marion for  plants and gar-
dening supplies. Marion
draws visitors from the an-
nual AQS Quilt Show in
Paducah and sporting
events at the park. The fall
tourism season is centered
around deer hunting in
Crittenden County, the fifth
highest ranked deer har-
vest county in Kentucky in
2021. 

Q: What are some po-
tentially new tourism
events or ideas the com-
mission is looking at for the
future?

A: New for this spring
the Marion Tourism Com-
mission is a sponsor of the
Outlaw Off Road Racing
Series, this event will take
place April 30 in the Sugar
Grove area of Crittenden
County. We will also spon-
sor a new  disc golf event
being held on Oct. 1. This
event has the potential to
bring 90 plus pro disc golf
players. The commission is
currently in the planning
stages to construct large
playground at the park.
This project will have a
great impact on our park
and community. 

BY AL CROSS
Kentucky Health News
The federal Centers for

Disease Control and Pre-
vention has relaxed its
guidance for wearing
masks to thwart the pan-
demic, but says infec-
tions and
hospitalizations in most
of Kentucky are so high
that people in all but 18
of the state's 120 coun-
ties should continue to
wear masks in indoor
public spaces.
The new CDC system

ranks the risk to each
county as high, medium
or low, based on new
coronavirus infections,
new COVID-19 hospital
admissions, and the
share of staffed hospital
beds occupied by pa-
tients with the disease.
That puts 104 Kentucky
counties at high risk, in-
voking the masking guid-
ance.
In the 18 counties

ranked at medium risk,
the CDC says residents

who are immaunocom-
promised or at high risk
for severe illness should
talk to a health-care
provider about "addi-
tional precautions, such
as wearing masks or res-
pirators indoors in pub-
lic. If you live with or
have social contact with
someone at high risk for
severe illness, consider
testing yourself for infec-
tion before you get to-
gether and wearing a
mask when indoors with
them."
The 18 Kentucky coun-

ties with medium risk are
Fulton, Calloway, Todd,
McLean, Warren, Green,
Taylor, Adair, Russell,
Cumberland, Clinton,
Trimble, Gallatin, Owen,
Pendleton, Bracken,
Mason and Fleming.
No Kentucky counties

are in the low-risk cate-
gory. In such counties,
the CDC advises, "Wear a
mask based on your per-
sonal preference, in-
formed by your personal

level of risk."
The CDC also advises,

"You may choose to wear
a mask or respirator that
offers greater protection
in certain situations,
such as when you are
with people at higher risk
for severe illness, or if
you are at higher risk for
severe illness. It is impor-
tant to wear a mask or
respirator when you are
sick or caring for some-
one who is sick with
COVID-19. When caring
for someone who is sick
with COVID-19, a respi-
rator will provide you the
best level of protection."
People more likely to

become very sick with
COVID-19 are those who
are older or have certain
medical conditions, or
who are pregnant and
have recently been preg-
nant. It says people at in-
creased risk, and those
who live with or visit
them, should talk to a
health-care provider
about whether they and

the people around them
should wear a mask or
respirator when the
COVID-1 community
level is medium. Wear a
mask or respirator that
provides them with
greater protection when
the COVID-1 community

level is high."
Go online for the CDC's

complete guidance, in-
cluding recommenda-
tions for children,
travelers and disabled
people.
The CDC's recommen-

dations are only that, but

it has maintained its
order that travelers wear
masks while using public
transportation and in-
door transportation
hubs. Sen. Rand Paul
says he would force a
vote in the Senate to re-
peal that requirement.

Masking now
optional on
school buses
The Centers for Disease Control
has issued new guidance regard-
ing masking, relaxing where they
are required. While public trans-
portation like planes and trains will
still require masks, school buses
in Crittenden County will not.
The school district announced
Monday that based on CDC or-
ders, masks will be optional begin-
ning immediately for students and
staff on school buses and in dis-
trict vehicles in Crittenden County
Schools.
Kentucky remains among the

most active COVID-19 states.
Hospitalization rate ranks second,
the commonwealth’s seven-day
infection rate is sixth among the
states in the U.S., and the CDC
says only 18 of Kentucky’s 120
counties should be going mask-
free under its new guidelines. 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY COVID CASES
Totals of Cases Reported as of Feb. 28, 2022

7-Day Total        14-Day Total       Pandemic Total                        

39                        57                        2,039                 42.2    
Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

VACCINATION 
RATE OF COUNTY

INFECTION 
RATE OF COUNTY

Total COVID Deaths
in Crittenden County43.9% 22.7% 44

        Percentage of Residents Vaccinated                    Percentage That Ever Tested Positive                            Based on Data since April 1, 2020
                     BASED ON CDC INFORMATION                                                   COUNTY POPULATION 8,990                                                        From Pennyrile Health Department

_ _

_

_

_

County
Incidence
Per KyCOVID10.ky.gov

From STATE COLOR-CODED MAP 
RED ZONE

CDC loosens mask mandates, Sen. Paul wants them off planes



Governor delays
Reapportionment,
magistrates could
face map curveball
Crittenden County

candidates running for
magisterial offices
could theoretically be
elected in 2022 and in
2023 be drawn out of
the district they’re
elected to serve.
It wouldn’t change

their status, however.
When the state redraws
magisterial boundaries
as part of statutory
reapportionment, it
could mean a magis-
trate’s home might end
up in a district he does
not represent.
On Friday, Gov. Andy

Beshear signed House
Bill 212 into law, delay-
ing local reapportion-
ment until next year.
That means magisterial
districts will not be re-
shaped amid prepara-
tions for the coming
local elections.
State law calls for

reapportionment to
begin the second May
following the U.S. Cen-
sus, but because of de-
lays in reported
numbers from the de-
cennial head count
caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, lawmak-
ers wanted to push
changing local repre-
sentation boundaries
until next year. The
governor agreed, and
an emergency clause
makes the law effective
immediately.
County redistricting

accounts for shifts in
population to make
each magisterial district
as close to equal in
population as possible.
Based on 2020 Census
data, each of Crittenden
County's six districts
must range between
1,348 and 1,648 resi-
dents. At least three of
the current districts will
have to be altered next
year. The changes will
be reflected in 2026
elections.
Districts 2, 3 and 5

are most likely to be
affected, according to
County Clerk Daryl
Tabor.
Once the 2022 elec-

tion is done, those
magistrates will con-
tinue to serve out their
terms for the district
they’re elected to, even
if their home is drawn
out of it. If a magistrate
resigns during the
four-year term, his re-
placement would have
to reside within the
newly redrawn district.

Crittenden farm
tags donate more
than ever to ag
Crittenden County

farmers donated more
money to the state's Ag
Tag Program for 2021
than ever before, help-
ing to also set a
statewide record of
$731,628 and aid local
4-H and FFA organiza-
tions.
Last year, $2,230 was

collected in Crittenden
County Clerk's Office
through the voluntary
$10 donation made
when farmers buy new
or renew farm license
plates. Since 2013
when the program
began, 2021 was the
first time donations
eclipsed $2,000, and
the 26 percent of the
843 Ag Tags in the
county was the highest

percentage ever.
"As March is when

farm tags come due,
this month is the
busiest of the year for
our office," said County
Clerk Daryl Tabor. "And
amid the sometimes
hectic days, farmers
have been more than
generous in giving to
help state and local 4-
H and FFA organiza-
tions that are so
important to youth and
the future of agricul-
ture."
The voluntary gifts

are divided equally
among Kentucky 4-H,
Kentucky FFA and the
Kentucky Department
of Agriculture (KDA).
And $1.67 of each con-
tribution comes back to
both the 4-H and FFA
programs in the county
of origin.
That means Critten-

den County 4-H and
FFA each received a
boost of $371.67 last
year from the Ag Tag
Program, $50 more
than in any other year.
Since 2013, the individ-
ual groups have re-
ceived $2,222 through
the giving of local
farmers.
"We know every dollar

counts in today's econ-
omy, but we are hoping
our farmers can exceed
last year's generosity,"
said Tabor. "But it is up
to each customer.
That's why we ask be-
fore the donation is
added to the total fees."

Courthouse hvac
issues continue,
no heat upstairs
Crittenden County

Courthouse has strug-
gled to maintain a
comfortable indoor
temperature in cold or
hot weather for years.
The issue is due to me-
chanical problems with
a 60-year-old HVAC
system which is obso-
lete and parts are im-
possible to find.
Last week some of

the piping burst that
leads from the boiler in
the basement to the
heating units in the up-
stairs court room.
More than 100 gal-

lons were emptied from
buckets used to catch
water running out of
the rotten pipes.
Judge-Executive Perry

Newcom says it would
be less than prudent to
pour a bundle of tax-
payer money into the
system, which will soon
be wiped out when the
courthouse is torn
down to make way for a
new justice center in its
place.
With mild tempera-

tures likely on the hori-
zon, Newcom said the
upstairs courtroom
temperature will be
moderated with space
heaters. Once hot
weather sets in, there’s
not a whole lot of op-
tions. The chiller works
similar to the heating
boiler, pumping cool
water to the units up-
stairs. The pipes that
burst last week cannot
be replaced because it
would require disrup-
tion of asbestoses in
the ceilings.
Newcom said an en-

gineer with the Admin-
istrative Office of the
Courts is looking into
the possibility of run-
ning new pipes on the
exterior of the building
from the basement to
the upstairs courtroom.
County offices are set

to move out of the

courthouse by the end
of the year when they
will relocate to what will
be an expanded and
renovated Marion Ed-
Tech Center. Once
county government
agencies leave the ex-
isting courthouse only
the circuit clerk, judges
and courts will remain.
Newcom said he’s

unclear on a timeline
when the new justice
center will be built. The
funding was approved
two years ago, but
movement has been
slow toward starting
the project. Newcom
said temporary offices
for the courts and court
officials was supposed
to be determined this
month, but it appears
that plan is behind
schedule, too.

Keller, Moss on
Dean’s List at KWC
Two Crittenden

County graduates have
been named to the
Kentucky Wesleyan Col-
lege Dean’s List for the
fall 2021 semester. To
be eligible for the
Dean’s List, students
must attain a 3.5 grade
point average on a 4.0
scale while carrying a
minimum of 12 semes-
ter hours. Kate Keller
and Elijah Moss, who
are both track and field
athletes at Wesleyan,
were named to the
Dean’s List.

Pickle Ball anyone?
Court game could
be on park horizon
Looking for a new ac-

tivity? 
Hutch Goad of Marion

is accessing interest in
pickle ball in Marion.
The court is smaller

but rules similar to ten-
nis, with rackets that
resemble those used in
ping pong and a ball
similar to that of a
whiffle ball.
Goad started playing

pickle ball about a year
ago after being intro-
duced to the sport in
Florida by former Mar-
ion resident Terry Ford.
He is gauging interest

for the sport in Marion
and has discussed
availability of space for
a pickle ball court in
Marion with the Park
Board, which is em-
bracing the idea.
Anyone of any age

interested should con-

tact Goad at (270) 871-
2397.
Goad has been play-

ing indoors at Madis-
onville’s YMCA and at
an outdoor park there
as well. He said it is
also a good co-ed
game.

Webster County
student is facing
threat charge
Kentucky State Police

have a charged a Web-
ster County student
with making a threat at
the school.
Webster County

Sheriff’s department
notified state police
about the incident and
Trooper Ben Sawyer
opened an investiga-
tions, which found that
threats of violence were
made toward Webster
County High School.
Trooper Sawyer’s

preliminary investiga-
tion found that the ju-
venile student made
implied threats of vio-
lence on social media.
The juvenile was de-
tained by the school re-
source officer prior to
Trooper Sawyer's arrival
and the student was
later charged with sec-
ond-degree terroristic
threatening.
The investigation re-

mains ongoing. 

auto owners should
hold off filling out
checks during march
If you are visiting the

county clerk's office to
renew your vehicle reg-
istration due in March
or sending it in via
mail, don't fill out your
check based on the
price shown on your
renewal card. 
Because of legislation

to roll back vehicle val-
ues to the 2021 level,
most vehicle owners
will be paying less than
what is reflected on the
postcard notice they
have already received in
the mailbox.
If you are mailing in

payment, call ahead at
270-965-3403 to get
the new total.

In between issues of the 
newspaper turn

to The Press Online
for breaking news
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BRENDA
Continued from page 1
blog called Forgotten
Passeges that’s online
and searchable for those
looking for local lore and
history.
Underdown was edu-

cated in Crittenden
County, attending high
school here in the 1960s
after what she calls a for-
midable foundation at
Crayne School, which
like all the other rural
country schools disap-
peared with time. Those
schools are among Un-
derdown’s most precious
memories, which is re-
flected in her regular
writings. This week her
column features some of
the teachers of long ago
who helped build the
county’s educational sys-
tem.
“Living in that time pe-

riod as I did and going to
the county schools,
teachers were definitely
influences on our young
lives, even though we
might not have realized it
at the time,” Underdown
said.

The widow of a former
county magistrate, Un-
derdown has two chil-
dren – a daughter who is
in the mortgage business
in St. Louis and a son
who works in Crittenden
County for the state’s de-
partment of highways.
Underdown spends

well over an average work
week researching and
chasing down requests
from readers. She enjoys
the fan mail that comes
from being a well known
historian and archivist. 
She retired 17 years

ago from a position with
the local school district
that saw her spend time
working in offices at Tolu
and Crittenden County
Elementary School, plus
the board of education’s
headquarters. 
Underdown is the first

woman in local history to
be recognized this year
for contributions to the
community where she’s
spent her entire life and
work. Others will be fea-
tured weekly during
March. You can watch a
full 38-minute interview
with Underdown at The
Press YouTube channel. 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY MARKET 
From last week’s sale at Livingston Co. Livestock Market - Led-
better, Ky. Kentucky Dept of Ag Mrkt News. Head 516: Feeder
396. Slaughter 80. Replacement 40. Last reported sale the prior
week there were 403 head, including Feeder Cattle 325, Slaugh-
ter 45 121, Replacement Cattle 12. This time last year there
were 205 cattle at the market. This sale compared to the previ-
ous week: Due to heavy rains and a less attractive offering this
week, feeder cattle traded sharply lower. Slaughter cows and
bulls traded mostly steady. Supply included: 77% Feeder Cattle
(34% Steers, 41% Heifers, 25% Bulls); 16% Slaughter Cattle
(80% Cows, 20% Bulls); 8% Replacement Cattle (88% Bred
Cows, 8% Bred Heifers, 4% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle sup-
ply over 600 lbs was 34%. Groups: Steers: 30 head 761 lbs
147.00 mblk.

FEEDER CATTLE
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
4 270-295 284 190.00-200.00 193.94
4 390 390 188.00 188.00
9 435-441 439 182.00-185.00 182.99
7 480-489 486 169.00-180.00 172.10
15 500-544 520 165.00-170.00 166.78
4 552-590 571 153.00-163.00 157.83
13 683 683 145.00 145.00 Value Added
3 741 741 130.00 130.00
30 761 761 147.00 147.00 Value Added
1 800 800 132.00 132.00
10 860 860 139.00 139.00
STEERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 215 215 140.00 140.00
6 262-288 278 170.00-180.00 174.27
1 330 330 170.00 170.00
2 470 470 165.00 165.00
7 504-520 506 150.00 150.00
1 565 565 129.00 129.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
5 255-290 267 160.00-165.00 161.48
6 310-320 314 160.00-169.00 165.38
16 355-390 378 158.00-166.00 161.90
15 400-438 424 152.00-161.00 156.64
28 450-496 472 150.00-157.00 153.37
12 525-540 535 136.00-145.00 141.68
2 577 577 138.00 138.00
10 634 634 135.00 135.00
6 651-685 663 129.00-137.00 133.26
16 681 681 141.00 141.00 Value Added
10 800 800 134.00 134.00 Value Added
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
1 215 215 130.00 130.00
1 250 250 128.00 128.00
2 345 345 157.00 157.00
2 380 380 150.00-153.00 151.50
2 465-480 473 140.00-142.00 141.02
7 517-543 536 117.00-132.00 127.86
1 600 600 107.50 107.50
1 675 675 122.50 122.50
BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
4 300-345 320 186.00-190.00 187.08
2 375-390 383 184.00-188.00 185.96
12 400-435 418 174.00-184.00 179.53
21 462-470 463 175.00-182.00 180.75
2 540-545 543 154.00-166.00 159.97
1 595 595 147.00 147.00
8 600-620 616 145.00-151.00 146.47
2 670 670 135.00-136.00 135.50
7 740 740 133.00 133.00
BULLS - Medium and Large 2-3 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2 325 325 175.00 175.00
11 362-392 386 160.00-170.00 163.69
5 430-447 440 160.00-169.00 163.86
2 480-495 488 150.00-160.00 155.08
3 520 520 145.00 145.00
1 575 575 136.00 136.00
2 660-680 670 110.00-126.00 117.88
BULLS - Small and Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
1 365 365 165.00 165.00
SLAUGHTER CATTLE
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
6 1305-1600 1446 64.00-75.00 69.72 Average
COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
3 1200-1235 1218 70.00-76.00 72.64 Average
1 1135 1135 82.00 82.00 High
COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
16 910-1500 1211 62.00-71.00 65.89 Average
1 1350 1350 73.00 73.00 High
18 830-1365 982 52.00-62.00 58.08 Low
BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Dressing
7 1200-2090 1634 92.00-103.00 97.79 Average
4 1235-1935 1573 85.00-93.00 89.91 Low
REPLACEMENT CATTLE
BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2-4 T1 1 860 860 670.00 670.00
2-4 T3 1 1000 1000 1050.00 1050.00
5-8 T1 4 900-1145 1013 640.00-740.00 703.23
5-8 T2 8 1000-1400 1166 700.00-980.00 861.67
5-8 T3 1 1250 1250 1075.00 1075.00
>8 T2 3 1000-1500 1207 420.00-920.00 713.81
>8 T3 3 1050-1250 1133 710.00-750.00 734.41
BRED COWS - Small and Medium 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
5-8 T2 1 965 965 680.00 680.00
BRED HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Head / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2-4 T3 2 890-940 915 900.00-1150.00 1028.42
COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 lbs calf
(Per Family / Actual Wt)
Age Stage Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
5-8 O 1 1200 1200 780.00 780.00

CATTLE PRICES

Boring Job
Work along Sturgis Road north of Marion is part of the
multi-million-dollar sewer system upgrade underway
by the City of Marion. J&J Excavating is doing the
work, boring a hole underneath the highway which will
connect a lift station to be built at the existing sewer
plant site which will pump sewage to the new plant
being constructed in Industrial Park North.
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Paying attention to the 
environment and getting 
one’s timing right is im-
portant in life. I may feel 
like going to the beach to-
day, but it is raining hard 
in February in western 
Kentucky. Short of doing 
a fund raiser, jumping into 
a lake right here 
right now would 
seem a little 
out of place. 
If I want to go 
to the beach I 
either need to 
change my loca-
tion or wait for 
the right time.

We all know 
through experi-
ence and good 
sense that it is 
important to 
dress appro-
priately for the 
climate we are 
in. It is equally 
important to fol-
low the natural 
rhythms of life 
when farming, gardening, 
hXnting, fishing, or sports� 
It goes without saying how 
ridiculous and unproduc-
tive it would be to do oth-
erwise.

If a fisherman alZays 
fished at the same place 
in the same way all the 
time, there would be days 
of success, but more days 
of failure. If a person 
dressed the same way all 
the time for every activity 
it would make no sense at 
all for most activities. But 
let’s suppose that a per-
son who is supposed to 
be a leader and an expert 
in fishing or hoZ to dress 
actively encoXraged fish-
ing the same way all the 
time or dressing the same 
way whether attending 
the symphony or water 
skiing. Further, what if 
the leader blamed the 
follower for failure even 
though success was im-
possible... what would be 
the result? 

There are a few pre-
sentations of Christian-
ity that are the spiritual 
equivalent of this. They 
may work in one season 
but fail miserably in an-
other. Some are so fo-
cused on obtaining God’s 
material blessing that 
they seem to forget that 
not everyone is so “bless-
ed”, though still faithful. 
There are some that are 
so focused on a particu-
lar moral issue that there 
is little room for anything 
else, never mind grace 
and forgiveness. Still 
others declare that un-
less one has a particular 
type of family, they are 
not quite up to standard 

– although this is waning 
some in recent years.

There are also those 
that have come to believe 
that Christians should 
be “happy” or ‘joyful” 
or “nice.” There are few 
things in this world as 
miserable as a person in 

pain who be-
lieves that their 
religion re-
quires them to 
deny that pain. 
There are oth-
ers who look at 
the world and 
find nothing 
but judgment 
and self-righ-
teousness. This 
produces an 
entirely differ-
ent type of mis-
ery. 

Then there 
are those who 
e m p h a s i z e 
God’s forgive-
ness to the near 
exclusion of his 

judgment, or grace to the 
exclusion of works (we 
didn’t start arguing over 
this for over a thousand 
years). Of course, the op-
posite is true as well. 

There are teachings 
that are good and true 
and perfectly appropriate 
when the season is right, 
but that do real damage 
when out of place. I sus-
pect that we have all been 
on the receiving end of a 
misplaced truth or com-
ment – hopefully because 
of lack of understanding 
rather than willful malice. 

It may Ee fine to find 
joy in the middle of pain, 
but it is rarely helpful to 
be told how to do it. It is 
a wonderful thing to be 
part of a healthy family, 
but there is nothing in 
the Bible that says it is 
a prerequisite for being a 
child of God or even that 
it will happen if one al-
ready is.

In one of his Sermons, 
Gregory of Nazianzus 
(329 – c 390), said con-
cerning encouraging 
others, “Some are bene-
fited Ey praise, others Ey 
blame, both being applied 
in season; while if out of 
season, or unreasonable, 
they are injurious; some 
are set right by encour-
agement, others by re-
buke; some, when taken 
to task in public, others, 
when privately corrected.  
For some are wont to de-
spise private admonitions 
but are recalled to their 
senses by the condem-
nation of a number of 
people, while others, who 
would grow reckless un-
der reproof openly given, 
accept rebuke because 
it is in secret, and yield 
obedience in return for 
sympathy.” (Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Oration 2).

The apostle Paul said 
concerning our speech, 
“Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may 
know how you ought to 
answer everyone.” (Colos-
sians 4:6). 

There are times to 
stand and times to move 
back. There are seasons 
to speak and others to 
stay quiet. There are 
times to praise God and 
times to lament. God gave 
us all our emotions and 
passions for a reason and 
our faith encompasses all 
of them. Faith does not 
tell us how we “should” 
feel, it gives us a place to 
take those feelings and 
grow.

P.S. Ukraine has been 
under attack for nearly a 
decade. Let’s continue to 
pray for that nation.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

What is the weather like today?
n Crittenden County 

High School SBDM will 
meet at 3:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, March 10 in the 
school library.

n Lady Rocket softball 
is selling ribeye sand-
wiches Saturday, March 
4 at Marion’s City-County 
Park. Meals are $7 and 
sandwich only $5.

n Virgil Jones VFW will 
have a meeting at 6:30 
p.m. on Thurs., March 10 
at 412 N. College St.

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-

ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distanc-
ing. The Clothes Closet 
will be closed in case of 
rain.

n Fredonia Unity Bap-
tist Church’s clothes clos-
et is open from 9 a.m. to 
noon on the second and 
fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 1 to 3 p.m. the 
third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 

each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist 

Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston Coun-
ty offers food 24 hours a 
day, 7 days week at its 
outdoor Blessing Box in 
front of the church

n Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store is open 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., Tuesday and 
Saturday at 209 Highland 
St., Salem.

Does your group have 
something planned? Let 
us know. We post notes 
here at no charge. Email 
to thepress@the-press.
com or call (270) 965-
3191.

Community Events & News

Question: ,’m an analyti-
cal person. I rely on science 
alone to explain our exis-
tence and thus, everything 
has become rather cold and 
mechanical to me. How can 
I get back my sense of won-
der and purpose in life? 

Answer: Nothing in life 
is more important for us to 
do than to acknowledge 
God. The Bible states, “In 
the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth” 
(Gen. 1:1). It clearly ex-
plains, “It is he (God) who 
made us, and we are his, we 
are his people, the sheep of 
his pasture” (Ps. 100:3). 

No one can convince an-
other person of *od’s exis-
tence if he refuses to see it 
by faith. As for me, I see His 
presence all around me—in 
a baby’s birth, the order in 
the universe and in the beau-
ty God puts in our world. I 
daily sense His working in 
my life. God is good, loving 
and faithful—for these I give 
Him thanks.

If we feel we have gotten 
where we are by ourselves, 
we have no one but our-
selves to thank for anything. 
When we lose our propen-
sity to be thankful, we lose 
our sense of beauty, majesty 
and wonder in life. 

The Bible urges every-
one to acknowledge God as 
his Creator, Sustainer and 
Shepherd. He is not distant; 
He is involved in our day-
to-day lives. He loves each 
person and desires to have 
a personal relationship with 
everyone.  

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Acknowledge God in all things
Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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Teachers can have impact our lives
Since March is Na-

tional Women’s Histo-
ry Month, I thought it 
would be interesting to 
look back at some of 
our teachers that, may-
be without realizing it, 
impacted young stu-
dents’ lives. Yes, good 
and sometimes the re-
verse, those school years 
would go into the future 
with that student. These 
wonderful articles are 
from archives of The 
Crittenden Press reveal 
a lot we didn’t really 
know about these la-
dies until they retired 
and their memories were 
shared with The Press 
reporter.

–––
June 1979 – Imogene 

Winstead: Music is 
“Basic of life.”

Many years ago in the 
rural schools of Critten-
den County, 
once a week the 
students would 
be greeted  in a 
familiar one line 
tune of “Good 
Morning Boys 
and Girls.” 
This meant our 
music teach-
er, Mrs. Win-
stead, was at 
our school for 
our weekly mu-
sic – and often 
dance – lesson 
for the week. It 
was a much an-
ticipated time 
for all us girls, 
maybe not so 
much for the 
boys.

Music has been a great 
part of Imogene Win-
stead’s life since taking 
a full-time teaching po-
sition with the Critten-
den County school sys-
tem in 1954.  “I certainly 
hate giving this up,” she 
said in speaking about 
her retirement from the 
elementary school music 
instructor’s role.  

Mrs. Winstead pro-
claims that music in 
not a frill, it’s a vital, 
integral, enjoyable ex-
perience that can enrich 
one’s life from now on.

When she first took the 
traveling music teach-
er’s job in 1956, there 
were 20 schools on her 
schedule, Boaz, Fran-
ces, Mexico, Crayne, 
Lone Star, Piney Fork, 
Oak Grove, Siloam, 
Tolu, Freedom, Forest 
Grove, Hebron, Sulleng-
er, Pleasant Grove, New 
Salem, Union, Mattoon, 
Shady Grove and then 
later Fohs Hall, Marion 
Elementary and Rosen-
wald were added.

“When I first started, 
I went to each of the 
20 schools once each 
week. I had only one 
set of books, and I car-
ried them from school to 
school.  I counted books 
until I thought I’d go 
nuts. How I ever did it, 
I can’t see,” she said. “It 
was a lot of driving and 
I was only late one time 
and I only had one flat 
tire.”

She began her edu-
cation at Cookseyville 
school and later at Mex-
ico. They when enter-
ing the sixth grade, she 
would catch an early 

morning train from Mex-
ico to Marion and then 
return at about 4 p.m. 
on the return trip.

Mrs. Winstead said 
her job teaching ele-

mentary stu-
dents music 
has been very 
rewarding. “It 
just breaks my 
heart to think 
that these chil-
dren wouldn’t 
have this ex-
perience. In 
this frustrated 
world of cre-
ated tensions, 
the enjoyment 
of music pro-
vides an out-
let or safety 
valve to help 
us keep on 
an even keel,” 
she said. “The 
classroom in 

which music is made an 
integral part is general-
ly happier, richer and a 
more interesting place 
for children to learn and 
live.  If music is made a 
meaningful experience 
to the students, they 
will have a source of en-
richment for their future 
lives.

“I hope the children 
with whom I have had 
the opportunity of guid-
ing associate with their 
musical experience the 
memory of having felt 
wanted, interested, hap-
py and successful.” 

Mrs. Winstead retired 
in June of 1979.

(Note: We, as those 
students of long ago, in 
the little one- and two-
room county schools, 
didn’t realize the work 
that she was doing to 
help us and enrich our 
lives, we only knew it 
was a fun time with sing-
ing and learning how to 
square-dance.)

 –––
June 1978 – Lee Etta 

Faith is retiring.
It takes a moment to 

grasp, and the thought 
of it rings through the 
mind like the echo of a 
big, thick history book 
dropped flat in an empty 
hallway.

For the children who 
have grown up in the 
Mattoon area over the 
past generation, Mrs. 
Faith has come to sym-
bolize Mattoon Elemen-
tary School. And well 
she should. She’s been 
the third and fourth 
grade teacher there for 
the past 20 years, all of 
them spent in the same 
room.

After a total of 25 years 
of teaching, including 
one-room schools at Oak 
Hall and Hood’s Creek, 
she explains she decided 
it was time to quit when 
she looked around at the 
parents at this year’s fall 
festival and at least two-
thirds of them had been 
her students. 

Mrs. Faith’s asso-
ciation with Mattoon 
School goes back even 
further than her teach-
ing there. She was the 
valedictorian of the first 
class (1931) to gradu-
ate from Mattoon High 
School.

A lot of changes have 
come into the class-
room over the past 25 
years, but Mrs. Faith 
still stresses the basics 
for her pupils. Her stu-
dents don’t use handy 
pocket calculators to 
work their arithmetic 
problems, and they still 
have to be able to com-
plete their multiplication 
tables to pass the fourth 
grade. She still stresses 
penmanship and says 
she turns out some good 
writers every year.

Her teaching philoso-
phy over the years has 
been to get each child to 
use what ability he has 
and to accept what they 
couldn’t learn and to do 
their best. “You do the 
best you can, that’s all 
anyone can ask of you,” 
she always told her pu-
pils. 

“I know I’ve had the 
name of having horns at 
Mattoon for a long time,” 
she said, but added that 
after growing up, a num-
ber of her pupils have 
returned to thank her 
for being so strict.  

She noted that the 
smaller schools have 
fewer discipline prob-
lems and that the chil-
dren don’t feel like a 
number but an individu-
al. “The individual atten-
tion afforded may have 
been the “secret” of the 
one-room school,” she 
said. “I think school’s for 
the children and should 
be for their best inter-
est.”

 –––
May 1989 – Mrs. 

Sherer will retire after 
teaching 47 years.
When the doors close 

at Tolu Elementary 
School this week, (May 
1989) the 47-year teach-
ing tenure of Mrs. Anna 
Hayes Sherer will end 
too. Mrs. Sherer is retir-
ing after having taught 
all of those 47 years in 

the Crittenden Coun-
ty system, and most of 
them at Tolu.

She began teaching 
with the 1942-43 school 
year.  It was during the 
war and there was a 
shortage of teachers.  
School officials called 
her and asked if she 
could teach in the one-
room school at Caney 
Fork near Sheridan.

That began a teach-
ing career which will 
lack only eight months 
spanning six different 
decades.

“I had always wanted 
to be a teacher,” Mrs. 
Sherer said. “If I had to 
do it over again, I would 
want to be a teacher.”

She said one of her 
most rewarding experi-
ences from teaching has 
been when former stu-
dents tell her how much 
they appreciated her 
help and guidance, and 
how they respected her 
even if they thought she 
was hard.

As an elementary 
teacher early in her ca-
reer, she taught a year 
each at Mattoon, Fran-
ces and Crayne before 
being permanently as-
signed to Tolu.

While teaching most-
ly fifth and sixth grade 
at Tolu, Mrs. Sherer 
has also been basket-
ball coach, cheerleader 
coach and the school’s 
head teacher for several 
years.

She graduated at Mur-
ray State, taught in the 
old Tolu High School 
building which was re-
placed during the 1958-
59 school year with the 
current building. She re-

members fondly the bas-
ketball games played in 
the old Tolu gym before 
it burned in February of 
1971.

“I hope to live in the 
hearts and minds of 
the children that I have 
taught, and I hope that 
I have helped to mold 
their lives,” she said. “I 
have tried to live a life 
before them that some-
day they will want to 
be a teacher and also a 
Christian.”

But after 47 2/3 years 
of teaching, she might 
find a small tear in her 
eye next fall when the 
school buses roll by her 
house bringing a new 
group of students to 
Tolu Elementary. 

(Note: I had the priv-
ilege to work with Mrs. 
Anna Hayes Sherer at 

Tolu Elementary School 
as the school secretary 
from 1973 to 1979, and 
she left a lasting impres-
sion on me and both my 
children as a wonderful 
friend and strong posi-
tive role model for all the 
students at Tolu school. 
We still remember her 
often and recall memo-
ries of those wonderful 
days at Tolu School.)

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Mrs. Imogene Winstead was a traveling music teacher 
for 24 years (1954-1979). She wanted her students to 
learn that music could enrich their lives.

Mrs. Lee Etta Faith, long time teacher at Mattoon Ele-
mentary (1953-1978), thought that the smaller schools 
were better for the students, as they could have more 
individual attention.

Mrs. Anna Hayes Sherer, 
the heart of Tolu School 
for many years (1942-
1989), wanted to live in the 
hearts and minds of her 
students as a person that 
wanted them to do their 
best, and maybe one day 
want to be a teacher too.
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Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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for sale
2017 Polaris RZR, load-
ed, side by side, 4-seat-
er; 1981 Corvette; 1998 
Mitsubishi 3000 GT; 
2002 Buick Century, All 
very low mileage. (270) 
969-2471. (2t-10-p)

employment
Bobcat Operator-Travel 
Position:  Experienced-
Bobcat operator for trav-
el position needed imme-
diately.  Must be able to 
travel 3-4 days per week 
and have good custom-
er service skills.  Class 
A CDL helpful but not 
required.  Clean MVR/
background check/drug 
screen. Great wages w/
expenses paid, good 
benefits. Submit applica-
tion in person at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
fax resume to (270) 965-
3618 or email to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
(270) 965-3613 for more 
info. EOE. (2t-10-c)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees. We 

offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package and 
advancement opportuni-
ties.  NEW!  Now offering 
a $15 minimum wage! 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veter-
an. To view current open-
ings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtct-
jobs.com  “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today”  
(4t-8-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $12 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hma-
loney@libertytire.com. 
Call for more info 270-
965-3613. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-8-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Pa-
ducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The 
Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger 
and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and 
money by making one 
call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

bid notice
BID NOTICE: The Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court is accepting bids 
for two (2) new 4WD/
AWD SUVs for the Crit-
tenden County Sheriff 
Department.  Vehicles 
must be at minimum a V6 
engine, automatic trans-
mission with Pursuit/Law 
Enforcement package 

included.  Vehicles must 
also include at minimum 
a left side LED Spot Lamp 
and Rear Interior Vinyl 
Seats.  Preferred exteri-
or color is black.  Please 
specify the expected de-
livery or pick-up date in 
which the vehicles will be 
in our possession when 
submitting your bid. 
All bids must be received 
by mail at Crittenden Co. 
Fiscal Court, c/o SO Ve-
hicle Bid, 107 S. Main 
St., Ste. 208, Marion, 
KY 42064 or by email to 
jada.wil l iams@critten-
dencountyky.org by 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 3, 
2022 and will be opened 
at a Special court meet-
ing Friday, March 4, 
2022, beginning at 8:30 
a.m. All questions may 
be answered by calling 
Sheriff Wayne Agent at 
(270) 965-3400.
The County reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids in accor-
dance with KRS 45-A.  
Funding for this project is 
federal funding from the 
US Department of Trea-
sury, Coronavirus State 
& Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds.

No person shall be ex-
cluded from participation 
in, denied benefits of, or 
subjected to discrimina-
tion in the implementa-
tion of this program on 
the grounds of race, re-
ligion, color, national or-
igin, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, age 
or disability. (1t-8-c)
Notice of passage and 
summary of ordinance
Ordinance number 21-
21: An ordinance gov-
erning the operation of 
mobile food unit vendors 
in the City of Marion, Ky.
Notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of 
the City of Marion, Ken-
tucky, at its regular meet-
ing held on December 
20, 2021 at 5:00 o’clock 
p.m., gave second read-
ing and passed and ad-
opted an Ordinance re-
lating to the Marion Code 
of Ordinances, which 
Ordinance has been giv-
en its first reading at its 

regular meeting of the 
City Council held on No-
vember 15, 2021, at 5:00 
o’clock p.m.
This Ordinance estab-
lishes the general re-
quirements for opera-
tion of mobile food units 
inside the corporate 
city limits of Marion, 
Kentucky. Each vendor 
must secure a business 
license for $25 and lo-
cate within areas zoned 
for commercial or indus-
trial purposes. Violations 
of this Ordinance on the 
First Offense shall be 
met with a Notice to Cor-
rect and upon Second 

Offense within one year 
period a fine of $250.
The full text of the Or-
dinance is on file in the 
Office of the City Clerk 
in the City Building, Mar-
ion, Kentucky, where it 
is available for public in-
spection.
Prepared by:
/a/ Robert B. Frazer
ROBERT B. FRAZER
CITY ATTORNEY
FRAZER LAW OFFICE
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
P.O. BOX 361
MARION, KY 42064
270/965-2261
December 20, 2021
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT
For Crittenden County, the

reward from finishing run-
nerup in the Fifth District to
the region’s No. 1 team – Lyon
County – was an opportunity
to face the region’s second best
squad – Hopkinsville – in the
first round of the Second Re-
gion Tournament on the
Tigers’ home floor.
The playoff path beyond Crit-

tenden’s one-point victory in
the district semifinal over Trigg
County last week was wrought
with insurmountable odds and
highly problematic for a team
with an RPI 25 percent lower
than either of its final two post-
season opponents.
Yet, the Rockets valiantly

completed their assignment
Tuesday night at Hoptown, los-
ing 82-46. Predictably, it was
never close. The Tigers led by
28 points early in the second
period as its pressing defense
and athleticism dominated
both ends of the floor. 
Crittenden’s season ends

with a 14-17 mark.

District title game
The last time Crittenden

County beat Lyon County on
the basketball court was two
years ago in Marion when the
Rockets mitigated Lyon’s big
man in the middle and shot
the lights out on their own
goals. 
Crittenden had hoped for the

same kind of magic Friday
when the Lyons rolled into
Rocket Arena for the Fifth Dis-
trict championship game. 
Instead, Lyon senior center

Jackson Shoulders set the
tone early – scoring 18 of his
21 points in the first half – and
his running mates befuddled
Crittenden’s offense, forcing
turnovers and making the
Rockets live off the perimeter.
The result was less than palat-
able for CCHS which fell be-
hind early and lost 86-48.
District runnerup Crittenden

County and district champion
Lyon County (25-6) each ad-
vanced to the regional tourna-
ment.

SECOND REGION TOURNAMENT
Crittenden Co.       9      23     41    46
Hopkinsville           31     55     75    82
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 19, Cham-
pion 13, Beverly 2, Adamson 4, Hatfield,
Crider 2, Davidson 2, Keller, Conyer,
Derrington, Guess, Hutchison, Yates 1,
Cooksey 3. FG 16. 3-pointers 3 (Morge-
son). FT 11-21.
HOPKINSVILLE – Mercer 8, Leavell 14,
Johnson 6, Smith 9, Gavin, Northington
2, Harris, Dowich 2, White 7, Williams 7,
Cabiness 16, Manning 11, Dudley. FG
33. 3-pointers 5. FT 11-17.

FIFTH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
Lyon County          25     50     70    86
Crittenden Co.      13     30     42    48
LYON – J.Shoulders 21, B.Shoulders 11,
Perry 33, Reddick 10, Whalin 5, Bing-
ham 2, Gilbert, Parker, Cissell, Ray,
Radivoynk, Kirk 4, Breedlove, Burchette,
Dunning. FG 37. 3-pointers 6 (J.Shoul-
ders 2, B.Shoulders, Perry 3, Reddick 2).
FT 3-6.
CRITTENDEN – Morgeson 10, Cham-
pion 14, Beverly, Adamson 12, Hatfield,
Crider, Davidson 2, Keller, Derrington 6,
Guess, Hutchison, Conyer, Yates, Cook-
sey 4. FG 20. 3-pointers 7 (Morgeson 2,
Champion, Adamson 2, Derrington 2).
FT 1-1.
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BASKETBALL 
5TH DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
at Crittenden County’s Rocket Arena
GIRLS MONDAY RESULTS
Crittenden 42, Livingston Central 35
Lyon County 54, Trigg County 45
BOYS TUESDAY RESULTS
Lyon Co. 88, Livingston Central 62
Crittenden 55, Trigg County 54
GIRLS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
Crittenden 58, Lyon County 54, OT
BOYS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
Lyon County 86, Crittenden 48

2ND REGION PLAYOFFS
GIRLS’ TOURNAMENT
OPENING ROUND RESULTS
Crittenden Co. 42, Hopkins Central 30
Webster Co. 60, Hopkinsville 35
Henderson Co. 82, Christian Co. 38
Madisonville 60, Lyon County 48
SEMIFINAL FINALS
Wednesday, March 2 at Madisonville
Henderson Co. vs. Madisonville, 6pm
Crittenden Co. vs Webster Co. 7:30pm
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
Friday, March 4 at Madisonville, 7pm

BOYS’ TOURNAMENT
OPENING ROUND RESULTS
Madisonville 81, Union Co. 75, OT
Lyon County 63, Christian Co. 51
Hopkins Central 63, Henderson Co. 52
Hopkinsville 82, Crittenden Co. 46
SEMIFINAL FINALS
Thursday, March 3 at Hopkinsville
Madisonville vs Lyon County, 6pm
Hopkins Central vs Hopkinsville 7:30pm
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME
Saturday, March 5 at Hopkinsville, 1pm

Crittenden County eighth-grader
Anna Boone and juniors Taylor Guess
and Nataline Boone were named to
the All Fifth District Basketball Team
last week.

Crittenden County junior Preston
Morgeson and sophomore Travis
Champion were named to the All Fifth
District Basketball Team last week.

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL
Little league sign up
Crittenden County Dugout Club will

host its annual registration day and
skills assessment for softball and
baseball from 9:30 a.m., until 11:30
a.m., Saturday, March 5 at the park or
middle school gym depending on
weather. Find a printable registration
form and details at The Press Online.
                                                            

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab

FOR SPORTS VIDEOS SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL
YouTube.com/CrittendenPress

STAFF REPORT
It took Crittenden County

overtime and a fourth-quarter
superhuman effort by junior
stalwart Taylor Guess to lift
the Fifth District Tournament
championship trophy Thurs-
day night at Rocket Arena.
Guess scored 17 of her

game-high 28 points in the
fourth to lead CCHS back
from a double-digit deficit
and force an extra period
where it won 58-54 in a
thrilling finish.
“We came out not hitting

any of our shots and really
not focusing on our offense,”
said Guess, who became the
team’s all-time leading scorer
just days earlier in the first
round of the district tourna-
ment. “Towards the end of the
third quarter we picked it up
and ran our offenses right
and shots starting falling.”
The Lady Rockets won the

tournament for the first time
since claiming back-to-back
tiles in 2017 and 2018.
Guess and her teammates

struggled offensively early
and were out-rebounded by
the Lyons, who finish the sea-
son 16-14. Four three-point-

ers by LCHS’s freshman Lilly
Perry and an enormous offen-
sive effort by junior Ella
Defew helped the Lyons take
a 12-point lead by halftime.
Perry finished with 17 points
and Defew had 16, more than
double her scoring average.
Crittenden still couldn’t

find the basket in the third
period, shooting 28 percent
from the floor, but its defense
smothered the Lyons in the
second half. The Rocket girls
began closing the gap despite
its inability to handle the
taller Lyons on the boards.
Crittenden had just one sec-
ond chance shot on its end
until it pulled down a couple
of offensive boards with 18
seconds in regulation that
gave Guess a chance to drop
her only three-pointer of the
game. That bucket pulled
Crittenden to within one, 50-
49.
Lyon made one of two foul

shots on the ensuing ex-
change and Guess went from
baseline to baseline for a
layup to tie the game at 51
with three seconds to go. It
was the first time CCHS had

tied it or led since the first
two minutes of the game.
In overtime, junior Natalie

Boone drained a three-
pointer and Guess scored
with 40 seconds to go for a
56-54 lead courtesy of Lyon
missing three of four free
throws in the final 1:19.
Guess put the contest away
with a couple of foul shots
with 14 seconds to go.
The Lady Rockets (22-7)

had suffered a tough loss to
Lyon in January during the
All A Classic and this win
proved a measure of revenge. 
“We really came out here

with a lot of pressure,” said
the Lady Rockets’ only senior
Grace Driskill, pointing to
that All A Classic overtime
loss a few weeks ago.
“We felt it, we dealt it. We

really were just excited to
come back from the All A. We
were fighting really hard and
it was down the wire at the
end, but I knew we were going
to pull through.”
Coach Shannon Hodge won

her fourth district champi-
onship in 29 seasons as head
coach, and the third since

2017. She also played on two
district championship teams
in the 1980s.
"We struggled offensively at

the beginning of the game,
and really into the second
half. We didn't knock down
the shots that we normally
do. We rushed ourselves, I
thought, a little bit offen-
sively," said Hodge. "On the
defensive end of the floor, we
just failed to get stops be-
cause we did not keep them
off of the boards.
"Finally in the second half

our defense picked it up a bit
and caused a few turnovers,
and we knocked down a few
shots to get ourselves back
within 5 or 6 points. Then we
just kept chipping away and
made some big shots and big
plays at the end," Hodge
added.

Lyon County      20   32  40   51   54
Crittenden Co.   13   20  30   51   58
LYON – Butler, Smith 11, Collins 10,
Taylor, Holland, Defew 16, Perry 17.
FG 21. 3-pointers 4 (Perry 4). FT 8-18.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 28, N.Boone
13, A.Boone 12, Hatfield, Driskill 5,
Evans. FG 24. 3-pointers 4 (A.Boone
2, N.Boone, Guess). FT 6-11.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s voyage to just its

fifth Second Region semifinal berth in
school history was just about as smooth
as the Lady Rockets could have asked
for.
Out to an early lead that turned into

double digits by the third quarter, Crit-
tenden’s girls were sailing right along a
peaceful sea until the Lady Storm mus-
tered up one final gust of wind. Hopkins
Central, winner of 18 games this season,
came full bore in the final four minutes,
deploying all the press it could muster.
However, CCHS weathered the storm
with a steady hand at the foul line and

beat the Storm 42-30.
Crittenden County has now won in the

quarterfinal round of the regional tour-
nament three times since 2010 and only
twice before that – in 1976 and 1984.
Girls didn’t play basketball at Crittenden
County until 1973.
The Fifth District champion Lady

Rockets led by 15 points in the final sec-
onds of the third quarter thanks to a
three-pointer and 16-foot jumper for
back-to-back buckets by eighth-grader
Anna Boone, who finished with 10
points. Those points were critical for the
Rocket girls to buoy the Storm’s final
flurry. Eighth-grader Elliot Evans scored

the team’s only field goal in the fourth
period as CCHS relied on its keen foul
shooting to close the door on Hopkins
Central, which cut the Lady Rocket lead
to nine with three minutes to go.
The Central girls struggled to get open

shots against Crittenden’s defense and
missed often. The Lady Storm made 11
field goals in the game, and Crittenden
was equally unimpressive from the floor
at times, settling for only 11 itself. Scor-
ing sensation Taylor Guess led CCHS
with 18 points, but counted only three
fielders the whole way, none in the sec-

See REGION/page 9

Lady Rockets capture district crown

Girls beat HopCentral, advance to regional semifinal

Rockets runnerup in district; eliminated in region

Above, CCHS Athletic
Director Bryan Qualls
presents the Lady
Rockets their district
trophy. At right, senior
Grace Driskill commu-
nicates on the floor and
at far right is junior
Addie Hatfield cutting
down the nets after
beating Lyon County
for the Fifth District
crown.

Rocket senior
Trace Derrington
chases ballhan-
dler Travis Perry
during the dis-
trict champi-
onship game.

Hopkinsville’s Olajuwon White
scores in the regional tourna-
ment against senior Rocket de-
fenders Luke Crider and Holden
Cooksey (34).



Remember how Ken-
tucky coach John Cali-
pari is always talking
about servant leadership
and how important he
believes that is to instill
in his basketball players
at UK. The players annu-
ally are in-
volved in
v a r i o u s
service proj-
ects because
of Calipari
and often
that serv-
ice/philan-
t h r o p y
c on t i nu e s
after they
have left col-
lege.
F o r m e r

UK All-American Karl-
Anthony Towns, the top
pick in the 2015 NBA
Draft and NBA Rookie of
the Year, certainly
demonstrated a desire to
help others with what he
did for the Paul Laurence
Dunbar High School
wrestling team this sea-
son.
Public schools in Lex-

ington are responsible for
raising funds for uni-
forms, tournament fees
and other expenses. For
some teams, that can be
a financial challenge and
has been for the Dunbar
wrestling team. Dunbar
had been wearing the
same singlets for
wrestling events for at
least eight years when
Towns found out about
the situation and reached
out saying he wanted to
help. 
Help? He offered to pay

for new singlets (home
and away), sweatshirts,
T-shirts and shorts.
“I found about the

team’s needs through
Twitter actually,” said
Towns. “Dan Burch (who
had a son on the team)
reached out and let me
know that the team
needed new uniforms be-
cause they have been
wearing old uniforms,
and I immediately knew I
wanted to help in any
way I could.”
It was easy for Towns,

who won the 3-point

competition at the recent
NBA All-Star Game, to
want to help.
“When I was young, I

received most of my
clothes as hand-me-
downs from my church,”
Towns, a NBA All-Star,
said. “I knew what it was
like to not have the
newest uniforms or
shoes. Being able to give
back to young athletes
and helping them feel
more confident is an
honor for me.”
Towns did not seek any

attention for his gesture.
He signed a five-year,
$158 million contract
with Minnesota and was
happy he could finan-
cially help youngsters. 
Duncan Taylor, presi-

dent of Taylor Made
Farm, also assisted by
paying the team’s tourna-
ment fees for the entire
2021-22 season.
The wrestlers decided

to thank Towns and Tay-
lor by giving back with
the help of Jason Caudill

of Dad’s Favorite Deli.
They made
sandwiches/soups for
the Hope Center, a home-
less shelter in Lexington.
The wrestlers did it in
honor of Jackie Towns,
Karl’s mother who passed
away at age 59 from
COVID in 2020, and plan
to do it every year.
“I was so moved by the

team’s gesture to give
back in honor of my
mother. My mom was
such a giving woman who
always went the extra
mile to help those in
need, so this was such a
kind thing for the team to
do,” Towns said.
Towns doesn’t like to

draw attention to himself
for what he does to help
others.
“It’s really important to

give back in many differ-
ent ways,” Towns said.
“Sometimes people know
about it, sometimes they
don’t but I continue to
reach out to communities
in need.”
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be held at noon on Fri-
day. 
Williams’ real estate

partner, Justin Mason of
Paducah and other in-
vestors in the habitat side
of the business will be
there, too. Together,
Williams and Mason
manage a real estate
agency that covers 26
Kentucky and 10 Illinois
counties. The habitat
business and the broker-
age firm have five full-
time employees and three
contract agents. Williams
also operates a title com-
pany in his former office
just two doors east of the
new building. 
“We want to have this

open house to let every-
one get a glimpse of what
we do and to expose them
to the apartments we
have here.”
A pair of 800-square-

foot apartment-style
units can be rented by
the night or week.
Williams said there
hasn’t been a great deal
of marketing done on the
rentals, but they’re al-
ready being booked.
Williams admits that he

got into the real estate
business at a good time
in 2005 during the first
big upsurge in land ac-
quisition in this region for
recreational properties.
Hunting with permission
on private property
started to become a thing
of the past as out-of-state
buyers began purchasing
and leasing land in Crit-
tenden County and be-
yond. It was a good two
or three years then the
Great Recession hit.
“It got tough at that

point,” Williams said, but
he stuck with a plan and
slowly the market
bounced back. The past
few years have been
record-breakers in the
real estate business.
Williams said the pan-
demic has hurried it
along to a great degree.
“There has been a flux

of people leaving other
areas and coming to rural
Kentucky. Why would
you want to live in a petri
dish when you could be

in country like this?” he
asks.
When he first got into

brokering land, Williams
said southerners were his
primary customers. Now
the base is growing and
moving northward.
“It’s not just all about

hunting. It’s about hav-
ing a place for decom-
pression and family
time,” he said, pointing
out that most of the
southern buyers remain
absentee landowners
here. The new clientele
are moving in to stay.
“They’re escaping high

taxes and government
overreach,” Williams
said, pointing out that
Illinoisians are migrating
to western Kentucky in
droves. 
Crittenden County was

recently found to be
among the top 10 most
tax-friendly counties in
Kentucky, which makes
it an attractive destina-
tion.
The hunting aspect re-

mains steady, too, says
Williams, despite a threat
of Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease on its doorsteps in
nearby Tennessee. He
said CWD has proven
manageable in many
states like Colorado
where deer hunting re-
mains vibrant. 
Through his contacts

with customers, Williams
says he’s learned that
high-speed internet and
quality and convenient
healthcare are among the
most important selling
points besides the age-

old real estate axiom of
“location, location, loca-
tion.”
He said people moving

to the area want to know
that high-speed broad-
band is available because
many of them will be
working remotely from
home. Unfortunately,
that’s a weakness, he
said, because internet ac-
cess is limited here. Local
and state leaders are
working to rectify that
problem, but it’s going to
take time.
Williams believes that

Marion and Crittenden
County can benefit by in-
creasing its drive toward
promoting outdoors
tourism. 
“Retirees built Florida,

but Florida isn’t for
everyone,” he said. “The
people in Illinois and Wis-
consin and up in the
Northeast want a change
in seasons. They’re look-
ing for it here and these
retirees have money.”
Inventory remains tight

on homes, farmland and
undeveloped property,
but Williams says buyers
are aplenty. He does not
anticipate a major nega-
tive swing in interest in
real estate even as The
Fed is issuing a firm no-
tice that it will raise in-
terest rates in order to
hopefully curb inflation.
Williams says real estate
remains a great hedge
against inflation and pre-
dicts investors will con-
tinue to drive a buyer’s
market.

Youth Basketball League Champions

The fifth- and sixth-grade Rockets won the youth basketball league title last week-
end. The league consists of teams from Crittenden, Caldwell, Livingston, Lyon and
Trigg counties. Pictured are (front from left) Colt Bailey, Eli Herrin, Reese Travis,
Jayden Jones, Jack Porter, (back) coach Jeff Embrey, Dawson Johnson, Hudson
Stokes, Jacob Embrey, Drake Young, Coby LaRue and coach Jason Stokes. The
team was undefeated in 10 regular-season games and won the tournament, beat-
ing Caldwell County 45-27 in the tournament championship. 

The fifth- and sixth-grade Lady Rockets won the youth basketball league title last
weekend. Pictured are (front from left) Sarah Grau, Kiley Hunt, Brodi Rich, (back)
Brenna Kemmer, Abigail Champion,  Lex Smith, Alexis Mattingly, Jordyn Hodge
and coach Shannon Hodge.

The third- and fourth-
grade Lady Rockets
won the youth bas-
ketball league title
last weekend. Pic-
tured are (front from
left) London McCord,
Ava Tabor, Lydia
Hearell, Reid
Poindexter, Olivia
Mattingly, Melina
Keller, (back) India
Harris, Addy Nelson,
Brooklyn Lovell,
Mela Kate Penn, Syd-
ney Keller and coach
Wes Lovell. Not pic-
tured was Ellie Bink-
ley.

The new Whitetail Properties and Superior Whitetail
Habitats building is located on West Gum Street where
a coin laundry was once located.

REGION
Continued from page 8
ond half. However, she
was 12-for-15 at the
stripe where CCHS
knocked in 14 points.
Crittenden was 9-for-11
at the line in the final
period and 5-for-6 in the
last minute.
Hopkins Central’s sec-

ond-leading scorer
Brooklyn Clark was held
to just two points. Guess
spent much of the game
guarding her, and Clark
returned the favor,
which cost her five fouls
and she went to the

bench with over five
minutes to play. Emilie
Jones got her typical 13
points per game for the
Lady Storm, but no one
else had more than five.
The Lady Rockets im-

proved to 23-7, the sec-
ond most wins in
29-year skipper Shan-
non Hodge’s career. As
the CCHS coach, Hodge
has now advanced three
teams to regional semifi-
nals and she played on
the 1984 team that got
there. 
Crittenden was sched-

uled to play 18-11 Web-
ster County – an

opponent it split with
during the regular sea-
son - in Wednesday’s
7:30 p.m., semifinal at
Madisonville. Henderson
was scheduled to face
Madisonville in the 6
p.m., semifinal
matchup.

Hopkins Central    5  10  18   30
Crittenden Co.      8  21  31   42
HOPKINS – Fritz 3, Mason 5,
Peyton, White, Clark 2, Sutton 3,
Jones 13, Greer 4. FG 12. 3-
pointers 1 (Jones). FT 5-9.
CRITTENDEN – Guess 18,
N.Boone 4, A.Boone 10, Hatfield
6, Driskill 2, Evans 2. FG 13. 3-
pointers 2 (A.Boone). FT 14-18.

Towns buys team’s wrestling singlets
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STAFF REPORT
Cave In Rock Ferry is

closed due to Ohio River
floodwaters covering KY
91 North at the Kentucky
Landing and will likely
not reopen until some
time next week.
The ferry closed on Fri-

day. The Ohio River is
projected to crest Thurs-
day at around 44 feet. By
Sunday its is expected to
begin dropping rapidly.
Based on current pro-

jections, the ferry might
be able to reopen on
Tuesday.
Signs and barricades

are posted on KY 91
North.
On Tuesday, KY 135

also known as the
Carrsville-Tolu Road.
was closed between KY
297 and KY 723 at
Sawmill Hollow where
Barnett’s Branch Bridge
crosses the creek.
Several county roads

are under water and im-
passable and others were
close to being closed on
Tuesday as backwaters

continued to climb from
the Ohio, Cumberland
and Tradewater rivers.
County roads that

were known to be closed
as of Tuesday afternoon
were:
Walnut Street in Dycusburg
Boat ramp at Dycusburg 
River Drive in Tolu
Water Street in Tolu
Elizabethtown Ferry Road
Monroe Wesmoland Road
Phin Croft Road
Barnett Chapel Road
Hebron Road
Weston Road
Providence Road
Enon Church Road
Blackford Church Road
Cool Springs Road

In Livingston County,
KY 137 also known as
River Road is closed be-
tween Bayou and KY 133
at Berry's Ferry Landing.
Signs and barricades are
posted.
KY 917 (Tucker Temple

Road) is also closed
north of Iuka.

MURDER
Continued from page 1
friends during deer sea-
son.
Merchants in town

knew the elder Paris, and
remember him as a good
man, but they knew very
little about his son, who
had grown up in Florida,
but had lived on the farm
next to his father for
years. 
Timothy Paris’s

brother, who lives about
an hour away from Mar-
ion was apparently visit-
ing the father’s home
over the weekend along
with his family. A
passerby said there were
grandchildren riding a
four-wheeler and playing
with dogs on the sprawl-
ing 800-acre farm that
lays on either side of
Blackburn Church Road. 
It is unclear what mo-

tivated the shooting, but

friends who spoke on the
condition of anonymity
said the father and son
had a tumultuous rela-
tionship. 
Timothy Paris does not

have a criminal history
in Crittenden County,
according to records.
The investigation con-

tinues by KSP Detective
Billy Over.
This is the first be-

lieved murder in Critten-
den County since 2013.

STAFF REPORT
Two men were arrested

last weekend following
an investigation into a
suspicious house fire
and burglary at a home
on Mott City Road near
the intersection of US
641.
Firefighters responded

the blaze after 10 p.m.,
on Friday and law en-
forcement soon found
something more nefari-
ous than a fire. Missing
were two vehicles, a
Dodge Ram pickup truck
and a Toyota Camry. Ev-
idence at the scene sug-
gested that someone may
have been unlawfully oc-
cupying the residence for
an extended time, per-
haps days. Other items
were found to be miss-
ing.
On Saturday, authori-

ties arrested Gregory
Scott Lofton, 36, of Mar-
ion who was found oper-
ating the Ram pickup in
rural Crittenden County.
In the truck were a tele-
vision and pressure
washer believed stolen
from the home.
Lofton was lodged in

the Crittenden County

Jail and scheduled for
arraignment Wednesday,
March 2. 
Lofton is charged with

second-degree arson,
second-degree burglary,
theft, first-degree posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
s t a n c e
(methamphetamine) ,
possession of drug para-
phernalia and receiving
stolen property.
A second suspect was

picked up in Livingston
County the same day.
James Haney, 36, was
arrested in Tiline, al-
legedly in possession of
one of the vehicles taken
during the burglary. He
is being held in the Mc-
Cracken County Jail on
a $15,000 bond on a Liv-
ingston County charge of
receiving stolen property
and McCracken County
bench warrants. 
The home burglarized

and set ablaze belongs to
Buddy Freeman and the
late Norma Freeman. 
Crittenden County

Deputy George Foster
said the investigation is
continuing and further
charges are likely. 

Lofton Haney

Two men suspected in
burglary, fire at home
on Mott City Rd Friday

The body of Jerry Paris, 80, was found inside his home Monday morning after he’d
been shot multiple times by his son. A county deputy’s pickup, state police cruiser
and state police crime scene investigation unit could be seen parked there at about
noon Monday.

Ferry closed until
next week, water
over many roads


